C.A.R.E. Q & A
Why does it take so long to process my pre-adoption application?

C.A.R.E. is a very small all-volunteer organization.   Adopting an animal is exciting and we know you are eager to proceed, but our volunteers are not full-time - they have full-time jobs and families (including their own precious pets!).  In addition, C.A.R.E. receives calls on a daily basis regarding animals that are in urgent need of rescue.  On top of this, we must care for our existing adoptable animals, coordinate veterinary care, and meet with potential adopters.  We promise we will get to your application as soon as we can!   

Why do I have to have an approved pre-adoption form just to be able to pet a kitty?

This is Petsmart Corporate Policy.  Further, it is a good practice to limit the number of “hands-on” interactions with our cats to keep them healthy and germ-free.  A pre-adoption form in no way commits you to adopting an animal from C.A.R.E., and we understand that you will want to interact with your potential new pet before making any final decisions.

If you are in the market for a pet, but just haven’t found the right one yet, we encourage you to fill out and turn in a pre-adoption application anyway.  If approved, you would be placed on our approved list, and when you experience love at first sight with one of our animals, the adoption process will go much quicker!

Where and when can I see your animals up for adoption?

Cats:  Most of our cats are shown full-time at Petsmart (6807 W Canal Drive, Kennewick, WA).  Store hours are Monday – Saturday from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., and Sunday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.  An adoption representative from C.A.R.E. is at Petsmart on Fridays from 5 p.m. – 8 p.m. and on Sundays from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.  We do have some cats in foster homes, and kittens that are not yet old enough to be adopted are cared for in foster homes.  You can call or email us for more information.  A complete listing of all our adoptable cats is available at http://www.petfinder.com/shelters/WA161.html
Dogs:  Our dogs are all cared for in foster homes.  Please call or email us for more information.  Dog adoptions are done by appointment only.  A complete listing of all our adoptable dogs is available at http://www.petfinder.com/shelters/WA161.html
Are all your adoptable animals listed on Petfinder?

Yes, as best as we can get them there.  Kittens come in rather quickly and seem to be first in line for adoptions…so we can’t always keep up!
Why no children under 5 years of age?

Studies have shown that children mature with respect to pets around age 5.  At this age, they understand how to appropriately care for their pet, how to be gentle, and the need to respect an animal’s boundaries.  This is a good age to teach children the importance of caring for animals and how they can make a difference (we have had many children pay for their new pet with their own hard-earned pennies!).  

Additionally, C.A.R.E. has had animals surrendered/returned to us because parents with young children just were not able to provide their pet with the attention they so deserve due to family demands.  This is completely understandable, but a situation we want to avoid.
How much is all this going to cost me?

We firmly believe the benefits of owning a furry companion far outweigh the costs, but the reality is there are costs, and they are not trivial.  The link below is a good resource for planning and budgeting the costs over the lifetime of your pet.  

http://articles.moneycentral.msn.com/SavingandDebt/SaveMoney/WhatYourPetReallyCostsYou.aspx
I have an unaltered pet that is either a different species or is the same sex as the animal I want to adopt…why do I have to have it altered in order to adopt one of your animals?

C.A.R.E. is a rescue organization committed to the prevention of animal over population.  Our policy is to adopt to owners who choose to demonstrate this same commitment. 

If I am planning to keep my cat indoors only, why must they be altered?

Spaying and neutering animals is all part of responsible pet ownership.  Here are some reasons why indoor pets should be altered:

a. Even indoor-only house cats often find ways to get outdoors when sexual urges peak. Whether they disappear for good (due to panic, accidents, or predators) or they return home, kittens may result from the foray.  Unaltered male cats are more likely to roam, fight and spray indiscriminately.
b. Unaltered cats have urges that can make them irritable and anxious. They may yowl or whine, fight with other cats, and/or destroy objects in the house. 
  

c. Spaying a female before her first heat protects her from risks inherent in any pregnancy and the risk of uterine, ovarian, and mammary cancers. Spaying also protects her from the stresses of pregnancy. 
  

d. Unaltered males may mark their territory.  An unaltered female pet may mark your home with urine when in heat. 
  

e. Unaltered male cats have very potent and odorous urine, which, even if they don't mark their territory, makes for a smelly litter box.
I really want my pet to breed.  If I adopt a puppy or kitten that hasn’t been spayed, can I wait until after they have had one litter?

Not only NO, but heck no!!!  C.A.R.E. is a rescue organization committed to the prevention of animal over population.  This includes preventing any further offspring of our adopted pets.  C.A.R.E. will follow up to ensure animals are altered as committed to in the adoption contract.

It seems like there are a lot of rules for adopting a “rescue” animal ...how come?  

As the name implies, “rescue” animals have come from all kinds of bad situations.  They are unwanted, and they may have been abandoned, hurt, or abused.  C.A.R.E. is committed to finding a home for these animals where they can overcome any previous hurt, and live out their lives being loved and cared for in a safe environment.  Our policies are designed to ensure this happens.

What if it just doesn’t work out?

Although infrequent, there are times when a new pet just doesn’t work.    This is disappointing for both the animal and owner.  We have had cases where allergies have developed, where an existing pet has not been able to tolerate an addition to the family, or where a pet was more than the owner could handle.  CALL US!!!  Do not attempt to try and find a new home for your pet (this is a breach of the C.A.R.E. adoption contract) and don’t continue to deal with a bad situation.  C.A.R.E. is committed to finding the perfect homes for our animals and that includes working with you after the adoption process has been completed!!

