New Programs Implemented

A NEW SHELTER Director is not the
only change at HSWC. We are excited
to announce the start of several wonder-
ful programs.

Buddy Program: Caring people who
take home one pet may also adopt a
“buddy” at half the adoption fee. (The
fees include spaying/neutering, distem-
per vaccinations, de-worming, de-
fleaing, and micro-chipping.) What a
great deal!

Consider the many reasons why it is
good to adopt a buddy for your buddy:

* You're saving two lives instead of one.

* One pet can become lonel.

* They help each other burn off energy;.

* They will each have a friend for life.

* There are fewer behavior problems
with two pets.

* They act as pillows for one another.

* Pets with a “buddy” are significantly
better socialized.

Due to our new Buddy Program we
have had a record high adoption rate.
Adopting a buddy is good for everybody.
After all, every buddy needs a buddy.

Senior Program:

Adopt a Senior Ani-

mal! Once a dog or

cat reaches the age

of seven, the age at

which they are con-

sidered “seniors,” it

is significantly more

difficult to place the

animal for adoption. While puppies and

kittens are unquestionably cute, an older

animal can be a great companion while

avoiding the long training process.

Besides, the age of a dog or cat should

never be a factor in determining his or her

“worth” as an animal; such value is an
inherent part of all pets.

Dogs: Many people automatically think
of a puppy when they think of adopting a
dog. Puppies are warm and cuddly and
everyone wants to hold and pet them.
But puppies demand patience and energy

to help them become wonderful family
members and companions. Older dogs,
however, can be as cute and lovable as
puppies and they often come with many
wonderful qualities that puppies take
years to grow into.

There are several other advantages
to adopting a senior dog:
* Senior dogs make great first dogs.
* Senior dogs are usually housebroken.
* Senior dogs love to sleep and cuddle
the day away. They enjoy a brisk daily
walk and love it when their caretaker
joins them!
Senior dogs have a tremendous amount
of love to give. A person who rescues a
senior dog has a best friend for life!
In return for the care given to a senior
dog, the person gets undeniable
unending devotion! Nothing matches
the love of a senior dog for his rescuer.
Senior dogs have already learned many
of life’s lessons. They know that shoes are
for walking and bones are for chewing.
Since dogs over the age of seven are
rarely adopted, a person who takes
home a senior dog has truly “rescued”
the animal. This is something that
should bring great personal pride and
satisfaction.
* Chances are a senior pet will have

already received obedience training.
* Most senior dogs still love to run and
play, even far past the age of seven.

Some people are reluctant to adopt
a senior dog because they fear the time
with the new friend will be short, bring-
ing that painful time of loss closer. But
the privilege of loving a senior dog
makes every single day special as you
and your companion share love, friend-
ship, and a special relationship that
grows stronger with the knowledge that
you have given this fine old dog a second
chance at life. The love that grows from
this knowledge is stronger than the pain
of eventual separation.

Adopting a senior dog is a wonderful
experience for people and dogs alike! The
person gets a faithful companion and saves
a life. The dog gets a loving home.

Cats: So today is

the big day. You're

on your way to the

local animal shelter

to adopt a new kit-

ten. Congratula-

tions! It's a big

responsibility but

the rewards are

beyond measure. You’ve probably given
some thought to what kind of kitten you
want. Should you adopt a male or
female? Should the kitten be a large or
small breed? Do you want a Tuxedo or
Calico? It all sounds good—and exciting.
But have you considered adopting an
adult cat?

There are far more adult cats wait-
ing for homes than there are kittens.
"Take a minute to think about it. You may
be glad you did. After all, there are many
good reasons to adopt an older cat:

* They are usually fully trained. They
know how to use the litter box, under-
stand not to scratch mom’ antique
furniture and recognize the sound of a
can opener at 100 yards.

* They are less rambunctious! Adults
have gone through their hyperactive
stage and are usually calmer.

* You already know what they will look
like as an adult. No guesswork! Often,
kittens have one look when they are
little and they change dramatically as
they grow.

* Older cats have a lot of purrrrrrsonality!

* You pretty much know the tempera-
ment of an adult cat from the start.
Want a nice sedate cat to cuddle with
in front of a fire? Do you prefer active,
playful animals? Adult cats are often
very affectionate. Just because a cat
isn’t a baby anymore doesn’t mean
they won’t want to be babied!

* Taking on an older cat usually doesn’t
involve quite as much work. Kittens
require reassurance, patience, energy
and time to ensure they grow into
well-adjusted adults. A full grown cat
certainly still has those requirements

Continues on next page
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Deb doing her “thing
at the shelter!

THERE IS NO doubt about it. Employ-
ees at the Humane Society of Warren
County are among the best of any shelter
in the United States. These loving, dedi-
cated and talented individuals make up a
wonderful team. In each issue of Shelter
Tails we will put the spotlight on two
employees. We want you to get to know
the men and women who serve the people
and animals of this community.

New Programs from page 2

but not on the same level. Older cats
have been around the block and know
a bit about life while kittens still have
to learn everything the hard way.
* An older cat has most likely been
spayed or neutered. Most animals,
once they've hit puberty, have been
spayed or neutered. This helps to keep
them healthy, happy and easier to
manage. By taking on an animal that
has already had this procedure you
save the cost having to get it done.
Kittens don’t stay kittens forever. The
little itty bitty kitty only stays that way
for a couple of months and then what
do you have? An adult cat!
You can “teach an old cat new tricks!”
Adults are often easier to train than
kittens. They’re a little older and wiser
and might teach you a trick or two!

Be a bero. Save a life.
Give a senior dog and/or
cat a second chance.

Employee Spotlight: Deb & Michael

Deb

The leader of the dog adoption team,
Deb walked into the HSWC shelter four
years ago to adopt a pet. She walked
away an employee (so she did not walk
far). Deb is also the “tour giver” at our
shelter and she can often be found giving
tours to school children, 4-H clubs, and
other groups.

Deb works hard at getting our dogs
adopted. She spends a lot of time on the
phone in an effort to place dogs with Res-
cue Groups (see related story on page 4).
Deb also talks with people who have ques-
tions about adopting a pet or two. She is
also a great person to talk with if you need
advice after adopting a pet.

Deb says that the shelter has become
a place where a terrific team of people do
wonderful work to ensure the humane
treatment of animals every day. Deb has
experienced the very worst parts of this

Toner Cartridge Recycle
Program: This program allows us to
raise badly needed funds while doing
something good for the environment.
We collect empty ink jet and laser
printer cartridges. Once we collect
enough of these items they are mailed
in for cash. Some types of these car-
tridges can bring as much as $20.00
each! The money we raise can provide
the funds needed to obtain medical care
for animals that arrive at our shelter in
bad condition. So please keep us in
mind when you or your co-workers,
friends, or family, has used up their ink
jet and laser printer cartridges.

Cell Phone Recycle Program:

The Humane Society is participating in
another program that helps to raise
funds. We are paid for every working cell
phone sent in for recycling. Please keep
us in mind when you no longer need a

cell phone.

kind of work (dealing with badly abused
and neglected animals), but she has also
seen the best (the happy faces of a family
leaving for home with a new member of
the family). It is the happy moments that
make it all worthwhile.

Michael
Our “cat guy.” This is how we often refer
to Michael, who has been with the
HSWC shelter for more than three years.

Michael has a real love for the cats.
He takes care of and can remember even
the smallest information about a cat that
was adopted from our shelter years ago!

Michael keeps our website up-to-
date. He takes photographs of our animals
and writes the biographical sketch about
each cat and kitten up for adoption.

The shy member of the staff, no one
loves working with cats more than Michael.
And no one is better at it, either! %

Ongoing Programs
Are A Hit

Rabies Clinic: The Humane Society
continues to provide citizens of Warren
County with opportunities to receive
low cost rabies and distemper vaccina-
tions for their pets. At the same time, we
offer low cost micro-chipping for dogs
and cats. A special thank you goes out to
Dr. Kent Smith who volunteered his
time and services last year, to vaccinate
over 192 pets and microchip over 30
pets. Another special thank you to all the
animals who were so very well behaved!

Spaying/Neutering Program:
This program keeps getting better, so
please spread the word. We have
spayed/neutered over 1,700 animals in
Warren County in the past year and a
half alone! This decreases our pet popu-
lation drastically since in a seven year
period one pair of breeding cats and
their offspring can produce as many as
420,000. WOW! %
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Your Help Needed For Two Special Projects

WE NEED YOUR help! Can you come
up with a catchy name for our Senior Pro-
gram? For example, the name “Senior
Mutt Match” is excellent but it has already
been taken. Yet we know there are some
great ideas out there! You may email your
suggestions to us (warrenhumane@
earthlink.net), write or call.

This winter has already been a tough
winter for many residents in Warren
County. Several families have lost their
homes to fire and have had nowhere to
place their pets. Fortunately, through
donations, we were able to house their pets

until they could come back to get them.
The Humane Society is in the process of
starting a program to assist pets and their
caretakers during times of tragedy.

You can help by donating:

* used or new doghouses;

* food or bedding for animals;

* extra food bowls, toys, etc that could be
provided to these families in need.

We also need a name for this pro-
gram. If you have a suggestion we would
love to hear it. You may email your sug-
gestions to us (warrenhumane@earth-
link.net), write or call. %

Rescues Save Lives

RESCUE GROUPS KEEP adoptable animals until they can be placed in lov-
ing, permanent homes. These animals may come from failed breeding oper-
ations, arrive from boarding kennels and veterinarians (where they were
abandoned), be rescued as strays living on the streets, or be obtained
through the cooperation of local animal shelters. Adoption fees vary, depend-
ing on veterinary and other costs that have been incurred. &

Our List Of Needs
WE ARE IN constant need of several

items so we may continue to provide qual-

ity care and a comfortable environment for

pets while they are at the Humane Society.
Please consider donating:

* Kitten Chow, Puppy Chow

* cat food (no Friskies, please)

* dog food

* washable dog and cat toys

* peanut butter (for dog treats)

* washable dog or cat beds

* blankets, towels (always a big need)

* small litter pans

* cat litter (clay type only, please; always
a big need)

* anti-flea products (Frontline, Advan-
tage, or Revolution; no HARTZ prod-
ucts, please.)

* laundry detergent, fabric softener sheets

* bleach (always a big need)

* paper towels

* baking Soda

¢ hand cart on wheels %
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AFTER THREE YEARS of dedica-
tion, hard work, and the realization
of many goals, Kim Vohs has decid-
ed to leave her post as Shelter
Director. The Board of Directors of
the Humane Society of Warren
County (HSWC) considered dozens
of applicants to fill Kim’s shoes,
which was not an easy task. After all,
Kim had done a wonderful job. But
we knew there must be a qualified
person who loved to work with both
animals and people. In November
2006, Jeanette Farrell was invited to
join the HSWC team as Shelter
Director. We asked Jeanette to give
you some background information
and introduce herself. We trust you
will be as excited as we are to know
the Shelter will continue operating
in good hands.

- HSWC Board of Directors

Have A Question?
Get An Answer

THERE IS NOTHING like getting
expert advice, especially when it comes
free of charge. As a regular part of future
newsletters, Richard Hammett, D.V.M. of
the Animal Care Center of Strasburg will
respond to your questions. We will feature
a couple questions with answers in each
issue of Shelter Tuils. Questions may be
about any part of raising a pet (health,
behavior, and so forth).

All questions must be submitted in writ-
ing. If you have a question, please send it by
email (warrenhumane@earthlink.net) or
mail it to HSWC, P.O. Box 1435, Front
Royal, VA 22630-0030. %

GREETINGS
FROM THE DESK
OF JEANETTE
FARRELL

MY LOVE OF animals began at a very
early age. In fact, throughout my youth
I had planned to become a veterinarian.
At the age of 14 I got a summer job at
an animal hospital. Unfortunately, I
was not able to work with animals
again until later in life; I got another
job at an animal hospital at the age of
20. It was then that I was really
hooked! I started out as a kennel
employee and worked my way up to
veterinary technician. I was very for-
tunate to get a job at a very wonder- .
ful veterinary referral center in : R - ¥
Springﬁeld, Virginia, .and worke'd Z; Z’Zg;;fifxgj in Mississippi during Hurvicane Kp-
with some very exceptional Veteri- Officers capy fﬂl‘ombe and other Animal Copgyy]
nary Specialists  (cardiologists, prured and then relocaed,

internists, orthopedic surgeons,

oncologists, etc). I learned a lot about animals, including their need for love and
quality care.

Wanting to do more for animals I became a Loudoun County Animal Control Officer.
(During those six years, I adopted the eight animals I have now.) This was a very rewarding
job that provided me with the opportunity to help animals whose owners were just not will-
ing to properly care for their pets. But after seeing so much of the bad, heartbreaking side of
working with animals, I decided to take a break and continue my education.

My move to Warren County took place nearly two years ago. During my time off
from work, I wandered into the Humane Society of Warren County to see if they were
in need of donations of any kind. (Knowing how hard it is for any nonprofit animal shel-
ter to make ends meet, it was a fair bet that the need was great.) I was instantly impressed
with the knowledge and care provided by the shelter staff and the remarkably clean con-
dition of the shelter. I was particularly moved by how loved the animals were by the staff.
When I learned the Shelter Director position was about to become vacant, I knew that I
had to apply because I missed working with animals. And Kim had brought in such an
exceptional staff that it would be an honor to work with them.

Change can be uncomfortable for some, it can also be good. Thank you in advance
for your kindness and support. I am dedicated to moving the Humane Society forward.
Working together, there is no limit to the goals we can achieve.

PS. Please accept this invitation to come by the shelter and say hello! %




