SAVE THE STRAYS ANIMAL RESCUE ADOPTION APPLICATION

IMPORTANT:  Your must SAVE this document to your computer before typing in your information. When you have completed the application, please save it again (as a Word document), attach it to an email addressed to info@savethestrays.org and return it to us. 

PLEASE READ BEFORE APPLYING:  Our goal is to facilitate a good match between applicant and dog so that, once adopted, our dogs remain in loving homes, as cherished family members, for the rest of their lives. Please complete this application as fully and honestly as possible because this helps us (and you) make good matches.

We also have the following policies:

· To adopt, you must be at least 23 years old, financially able to take on the responsibilities of owning and caring for a dog, and capable of providing a stable, permanent home for it. 

· An adult who will actually own and care for the dog must complete our application. 

· We do not permit adoptions on behalf of / as surprise gifts to others, except by parents for their minor children. 

· You may complete an application for another adult who does not have access to / feel comfortable using a computer, but we must be able to speak to that person to verify that he or she actually wants to adopt a dog and is willing and able to take on the responsibility. It's not fair to the person or the dog to surprise someone with a pet they don’t really want. 

· If you are approved to adopt, you must sign a contract agreeing to return the dog to us if, at any time, you can longer keep or no longer want it. You may not sell or give the dog to another person or rescue without our prior agreement. 

· We consider the first four weeks after adoption a trial period and will refund the adoption fee if the dog and its paperwork are returned to us during that time.

We welcome qualified out-of-state adopters and can sometimes arrange volunteer transportation to an area within a one- to two-hour drive of the adopter, if they are located in the eastern U.S. We may also be able to direct you to paid professional pet transport services. 


1. WHICH DOG(S) ARE YOU INTERESTED IN?

2. Where did you see this dog (e.g. Petfinder.com, Adopt-A-Pet, etc.)?

YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

1. Your Name: 






Your Age:

2. Spouse’s/Partner’s Name:




Spouse’s/Partners Age:

3. Your Home Address (Number, Street City, State, Zip):

4. Your Mailing address, if different from above: 

5. Home Phone (with area code):




Cell Phone: 



6. Best time of day to reach you:

Best number at which to reach you:

7. Primary Email Address (NOT your work email, unless that is your only internet access): 






8. Secondary Email (if any):

9. Your Place of Employment:


10. Work Phone: 




Is it okay to call you during work hours?

11. Spouse’s/Partner’s Place of Employment:

12. Work Phone:

 

YOUR HOUSEHOLD & LIFESTYLE

1. Do you own or rent your residence?

2. If you rent, please provide the name and phone number of your landlord or rental office: 

3. How long have you lived at your current address?


Any plans to move?

4. Names and ages of all children and other adults who live with you:

5. Do other children regularly visit your home? 

6. If yes, what are their ages?

7. Does everyone in the household want to adopt a dog?

8. Is anyone in the household nervous/unsure around dogs?

9. Does anyone have asthma/allergies to pets? 


10. If yes, how will this affect the way in which you will keep the dog (for example, keeping it outdoors, rather than indoors)?

11. Please describe your home environment:

· Is it generally calm and quiet, or does it tend to be busy and noisy?    

· Do you typically have a lot of visitors/company, or just once in awhile? 

· Do you stay at home a lot, or are you out most week nights and weekends? 

· Do you and your spouse/partner travel a lot, or do you travel infrequently?

12.. Does your residence have a fenced yard?  

13. If yes, how high?        Is it fully connected to your house?      Type? (e.g., chain link, wood, etc.)

14. If your yard is not fenced, or the fence is not fully connect to your house, do you have a pen or other containment area for the dog’s potty duties?

15. If no, how will you take care of your dog’s potty duties?

16. Do you have a pool or other large water feature? 

17. If yes, is it fenced/physical separated from the yard/area in which you will exercise your dog? 

18. May a representative of Save the Strays conduct a home visit?

YOUR PET HISTORY

1. Please list ALL pets you currently own (name, species, age, sex, spay/neuter status):

2. Your Current / Most Recent Vet or Clinic Name/Address:




3. Your Current Vet’s Phone:

If you use more than one vet, please list names, addresses and phone numbers for all, and specify which pets go where. If you do not currently have a pet, but have owned one in the past 5 years, list the name and number of the vet for the pet you most recently owned and when your pet last saw that vet.
4. Under whose name (yours/your spouse, someone else’s) are the pet(s)’ records kept?

5. Approximate date of and reason for most recent visit: 

6. If you have a dog/dogs, do you keep it/them on monthly heartworm prevention?     What brand?

7. Do any of your current pets have health or behavior issues? Any aggression toward other animals? 

8. If yes, describe.

9. Please tell us about any pets you have owned in the last 5-6 years that are no longer with you (name, type, age, sex, altered status, how long ago you owned it/them) and what happened to them.  If they died, please tell us how long ago and how/from what they died.

10, If any of your current or previous pets been adopted from a shelter or rescue, please provide the name and location of that shelter and approximate date you adopted. 

11.  Do other people’s pets visit / stay at your home on a regular basis?

YOUR PLANS FOR A NEW PET

1. Why do you want to adopt a dog at this time?   Are you applying / looking elsewhere for a dog?

2. What characteristics are you looking for / would you accept in a dog? 

· Age: (adult, senior, puppy or any/doesn’t matter):

· Gender (male, female, either):

· Size (small, medium, large, extra large):

· Energy level (mellow/quiet, high-energy, in between):

· Personality (outgoing/eager, friendly but reserved, shy, protective, etc.): 

· Barking
(none/little, alerts to strangers, don’t mind a barky dog):

· Preferred breed(s), if any:



3. Are you open to us recommending another dog if the one you are applying for were unavailable or not a good match for your situation?

4. Would any of the following circumstances cause you to return a dog? Answer yes or no to each.

· Marriage


· Having a baby



· Moving



· Divorce



· Job Change/loss


· Allergies


· Children lose interest



· Want to travel more  

· Dog chews
   

· Dog jumps up


· Dog ‘marks’ or urinates in house
   

· Dog is protective/territorial     

· Dog doesn’t get along with another pet

· Other reason (specify):

5. Who will be the primary caretaker – in charge of feeding, housebreaking (if needed) and training - for this dog?

6. Are you financially able and committed to providing your dog with an annual veterinary exam, emergency or interim veterinary care as needed, necessary vaccinations, monthly heartworm and flea/tick prevention?

7.  Are you willing and able to afford treatment if the dog you adopted developed a life-threatening illness or a medical condition that was treatable but required lifelong medication/special food or care/similar care?

8. At what point would you consider euthanasia (putting the dog “to sleep”)?

9. Is anyone home during the day? 

10. If not, for how many hours will the dog be alone?  

11. Where will the dog stay when no one is home (loose in house, in a crate, in the yard)?  

12. Where will the dog sleep at night? 


13. Who will care for the dog when you travel?  How often do you travel?

14. What do you think are your most important duties / responsibilities in owning a pet?

 

15. If you are interested in a puppy under six months of age, have you ever raised a puppy before?

16. Describe your approach to training and housebreaking (if this should be needed):

17. Are you willing to take this dog to training classes, if needed?

REFERENCES 

Please provide the names and phone numbers of two friends, coworkers, colleagues, etc. (NOT relatives or people who live with you). It’s most helpful if you choose people who can speak about your previous experience (if any) with pets.

Name: 





Relationship to you:




Phone:





Best time to call: 

Name:





Relationship to you: 




Phone: 





Best time to call:

By submitting this application, you give Save the Strays Animal Rescue your permission to contact your veterinarian(s), landlord (if applicable) and personal references. You also attest that the information you have provided is accurate and agree that completing this form does not guarantee that you will be able to adopt a dog from Save the Strays (nor does it obligate you to adopt). 
