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arold *Hap” Sims holds “Elvis,” an
easygoing male cat who was rescued
from the county animal shelter.




Rally to Rescue

Every day is a Jellicle Ball at CatmanZ2 Shelter &
Adoption Center in Cullowwhee, N.C. Just like in
Andrew Lloyd Webber's musical “Cats,” old cats,
fat cats, slinky cats, mischievous and magical
cats come out to play, to bask in the warm sun,

to celebrate life.

66 rosty” and “Milton” are oppo-
F sites but best friends. They
arrived at Catman2 about six
months ago. Frosty is a black longhair
domestic male, and Milton is a black
shorthair domestic male. Both have white
feet; Frosty has a white chin, but Milton
has a white chest. Timid and unsure about
people, Frosty delights in Milton's company.
Known for her moodiness, “Nancy,” a
gray-and-white tabby Maine Coon mix, may
be friendly one day but swat at you the
next. She was a bit wild the first time she
came to Catman2. After she warmed up to

people, she was adopted, but her adoptive
family let her roam. When she was recap-
tured she was just skin and bones, but still
wore her collar with Catman2 identification.
“Autumn,” a gorgeous tortoiseshell
longhair female, is friendly all the time.
She likes a clean litter box and will urinate

outside of the box if it is soiled — a prob-

lem that probably could be
remedied if she were a family's
only cat. “Wally” was named for
the Wal-Mart in Sylva where he
lived for 10 days atop retail
shelves. His gorgeous black
coat turns silvery when you
stroke him backward.

Fifty-five cats — 55 colorful
personalities, not one the same
— currently live at Catman?2.
All are society’s rejects in one
way or another.

Set against the Blue Ridge
Mountains of western North
Carolina, Catman2 makes a
pretty postcard. On 10 acres not far from
the hub of Western Carolina University
lies this feline utopia where cats live in
a homelike 4,000-square-foot building
complete with sun porches, satellite radio
and air-conditioning.

The real gem is the “Catman” himself,
Harold “Hap” Sims. A retired college

“biology professor and outdoor adventurer

who once taught canoeing, Sims fully
engages in his mission of rescuing and

finding homes for unwanted, abandoned
cats. He wears the role proudly with a
bolo tie decorated with a large ornamen-
tal cat hanging down the front of a plaid
flannel shirt.

The phone rings. Sims answers, listens,
and calmly replies, “Yes, we can come get
the kitten.” A woman in nearby Cherokee

Catman2 Shelter & Adoption Center in Cullowhee,
N.C., is a 4,000-square-foot no-kill shelter built for
and completely devoted to cats.

rescued a Siamese kitten and raised it on
a bottle after its mother was killed by a
car. She is no longer able to care for the
kitten because her baby may be allergic
to cats. The woman was going to drive the
cat to the shelter but didn't have money for
gasoline after buying diapers. A crying



Rally to Rescue

Volunteers Shirley Pinaud and Tom Nicholas help
Sims hold a banner used to promote the cat shelter.

baby could be heard in the background.

“The kitten needs to be rescued. It
is probably terrified,” says Sims, as he
picks up the phone to call a Catman2
volunteer who lives in Cherokee to drive
to the woman's house for the kitten.

Call it serendipity that Sims got involved
in animal rescue and learned the sorry
fate of homeless cats in western North
Carolina. What began innocently — trying
to match potential adopters with individual
cats at shelters — grew to become a small
shelter contained in three buildings at his
home near Glenville, N.C. Too many cats,
not enough space evolved into a passion
to build a cattery where cats could live
freely, thus the origin of Catman2. The
name Catman2 came about because some-
one had already registered Catman for
their personal vehicle license plate.

“l want cats to live in a household
environment where they are happy and
treated like a pet,” Sims says. “| believe
that animals have a right to live, which is
why I've had some cats for so long. Some
are hard to place, but all they need is social-
ization and someone to work with them.”

A Mom and Pop Operation

Someone to work with them is exactly
what Sims and his wife, Kay, and 10 vol-
unteers do regularly at Catman2. Sims
knows each cat’s name, its personality,
when it arrived, its approximate age, its
favorite place to sleep, its favorite food
and favorite toy. He calls their names as
he walks by them; many come eagerly to
greet him in return.

“We really are a mom
and pop operation,” he
says. “You've got to
know their personalities
S0 you can recommend
the right cat for the
right home. | always
am truthful about their
personalities and any
behavioral issues. |
always give people the
whole story.”

Sims has been known
to tell families with ram-
bunctious children they
might want to consider
a dog instead of a cat. Some cats may not
be well-suited in a home with other cats but
potentially would thrive in an environment
where they are the center of attention.
Others would miss having cat companions.

The phone rings. It is the volunteer in
Cherokee who is trying to reach the woman
with the Siamese kitten. “Oh, no,” Sims

says. “Well, we'll have to wait and see if
she calls.” Apparently the woman’s phone
was disconnected. New worries surface

about how to rescue the Siamese kitten.

About five years ago, Sims invited his
friend and retired carpenter Jack Nowlin
of Cullowhee to breakfast. Looking back,
Nowlin laughs, “I made the mistake of
meeting him for breakfast.” Nowlin, then
67, had no clue of his 66-year-old friend’s
intentions. In five minutes, the pair
drew plans on a paper napkin for building
a cattery.

It took them more than a year to com-
plete CatmanZ2. They subcontracted the
plumbing and electrical work. Sims funded
the $180,000 project except for a few
thousand dollars received in donations. He
established the cattery as a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization, and leased the build-
ing to Catman2 for $10 a year.

The design of the cattery was inspired
by a visit Sims paid to Ripley's Aquarium of
the Smokies in Gatlinburg, Tenn. “l wanted

Harold and Kay Sims founded Catman2 out of their love for cats and desire to help those that otherwise
would be euthanized. At their home they have 15 housecats.,









