
From the Director (With apologies to the original author) December 2008 

Twelve Days of Chaos 

(sung to the tune of 
“Twelve Days of Christ-
mas”) 

On the first day of Christ-
mas my doggie gave to 
me, a cat chased up our 
p e a r  t r e e . 
On the second day of 
Christmas my doggie gave 
to me, two chewed up 
gloves and a cat chased up 
our pear tree. 

On the third day of Christ-
mas my doggie gave to 
me, three neighbor’s hens, 
two chewed up gloves and 
a cat chased up our pear 
tree.  

On the fourth day of 
Christmas my doggie gave 
to me, four smelly turds,  
three neighbor’s hens, two 
chewed up gloves and a 
cat chased up our pear 
tree.  

On the fifth day of Christ-
mas my doggie gave to 
me, FIIIIIIIVE gollllden 
puppies, four smelly turds, 
three neighbor’s hens, two 
chewed up gloves and a 
cat chased up our pear 
tree.  

On the sixth day of Christ-
mas my doggie gave to 
me, six hours a’ bayin’,  
FIIIIVE  gollllden puppies, 

four smelly turds, three 
neighbor’s hens, two 
chewed up gloves and a cat 
chased up our pear tree. 

On the seventh day of 
Christmas my doggie gave 
to me, seven males a’ 
callin’, six hours a’ bayin’, 
FIIIIIVE golllllden  puppies, 
four smelly turds, three 
neighbor’s hens, two 
chewed up gloves and a cat 
chased up our pear tree. 

On the eighth day of Christ-
mas my doggie gave to me, 
eight neighbors complain-
ing, seven males a callin', 
six hours a’ bayin’, 
FIIIIIVVVVE golden puppies, 
four smelly turds, three 
neighbor’s hens, two 
chewed up gloves and a cat 
chased up our pear tree. 

On the ninth day of Christ-
mas my doggie gave to me, 
nine tapeworms dancing, 
eight neighbors complain-
ing, seven males a callin', 
six hours a’ bayin’, 
FIIIIIVVVVE golden puppies, 
four smelly turds, three 
neighbor’s hens, two 
chewed up gloves and a cat 
chased up our pear tree. 

On the tenth day of Christ-
mas my doggie gave to me, 
ten fleas a’ leapin’, nine 
tapeworms dancing, eight 
neighbors complaining, 

seven males a callin', six 
hours a’ bayin’, FIIIIIVVVVE 
golden puppies, four smelly 
turds, three neighbor’s 
hens, two chewed up gloves 
and a cat chased up our 
pear tree. 

On the eleventh day of 
Christmas my doggie gave 
to me, eleven puppies 
pooping, ten fleas a’ leapin’, 
nine tapeworms dancing, 
eight neighbors complain-
ing, seven males a callin', 
six hours a’ bayin’, 
FIIIIIVVVVE golden pup-
pies, four smelly turds, 
three neighbor’s hens, two 
chewed up gloves and a cat 
chased up our pear tree. 

On the twelfth day of 
Christmas my doggie gave 
to me, twelve ticks a 
bustin’, eleven puppies 
pooping, ten fleas a’ leapin’, 
nine tapeworms dancing, 
eight neighbors complain-
ing, seven males a callin', 
six hours a’ bayin’, 
FIIIIIVVVVE golden pup-
pies, four smelly turds, 
three neighbor’s hens, two 
chewed up gloves and a cat 
chased up our pear 
treeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee! 

 

“Spayson” Greetings and 
Happy Neuter Your Pet from 
all of us at P.A.W.S.! 
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Special THANKS go out 
to all of the people who 
helped us get our new 
thrift store location up 
and running. It was a 
community effort and a 
great showing of sup-
port for our organiza-
tion: 

Alana Wiggins 
Allen Anthony 
Allison Gernandt 
Angus Morrison 
Ann Thompson 
Ashly Weeks 
Brian Thomas 
Carolyn Hall 
Cathi Boots 
Charles Anthony 
Cliff Lenke 
Doreen Fisher 
Elaine Shoaf 
Elizabeth Brigham 
Gwen & Ben Bushy-
head 
Jack 
Jane Finneran 
Jesse Howard 
Joan Parks 
Joanna Foster 
Josh Orr 
Julie Thorner 
Karen Vizzina 
Kathy & Dave Allison 
Laurie & Rand Perkins 
Linnie Greene 
Lucretia  Stargell 
Maria Szoke 
Mark Zwick 
Maddy Haughn 
Pat & Ken Jones 
Ramelle Smith 
Rand Perkins 
Renee Cassidy 
Robin & Bill Hamilton 
Ruby Haney 
Stephanie Treadway 
Steve Wolf 
Sue Cochran 
Sue Williams 
The Booth Family 
Tim Cochran 
Tony Harden 
Vance & Mark Tyson 

Congratulations to the 2008 quilt raffle winner Sharon Adams from 
Memphis, TN! 

Congratulations also go out to Robby Hansen from Tallahassee, FL  
the winner of the hand-built, graphite  fly rod raffle. 

The drawings were held at the Cottage Craftsman and we had folks 
buying tickets right up to the last 10 minutes before the lucky tick-
ets were drawn! $3,317.00 was raised for the animals through 
ticket sales. Thanks to everyone who participated in this annual 
fundraiser. 

Thank you to Debbie Mills for displaying the quilt in her gift shop for 
us. And of course, thank you to Maddy Haughn for creating and do-
nating yet another beautiful piece of craftsmanship. 

Leash Walking 
When I taught dog training in a 
city, the leash walking was the 
number one complaint from own-
ers.  Although in rural areas a lot 
of owners never walk their dog on 
a leash, from time to time one is 
necessary (e.g., a trip to the vet) 
and can be very distressing ... at 
both ends of the leash!  

In general, dogs are very good at 
teaching owners how to walk on a 
leash. The dog pulls and the 
owner follows. The dog is re-
warded!  The dog pulls because 
we are too slow, or something 
over there is more interest-
ing.  One way to change this is to 
make yourself more interesting: 
carry treats in your pocket, a 
squeaker, a tug toy, a ball or Fris-
bee. Carry all of these things on 
your person and how can a dog 
resist?  

What you do not want to do is pull 
back. Dogs have an opposition re-
flex and the more you pull back, 
the more the dog pulls: you are 
teaching the dog to pull. What’s 
more, dogs learn by habit and so 
this becomes ingrained. 

Every time, and I mean every 

t ime ,  the  dog  pu l l s , 
STOP.  Now comes the hard 
part: WAIT.  

Wait the dog out. It may take 
three seconds or it may take 
30 seconds. It may take 10 
minutes. So what? The dog is 
learning, If the leash is tight, I 
don’t go anywhere.  I had one 
dog that never made it out of 
the driveway the first few 
times.  Sooner or later the dog 
will turn to look at you as if to 
s a y , 
“Hey, what’s going on?” At 
that point the leash is slack, so 
turn and walk the other way. 
The dog has to catch up with 
you.  Isn’t that a nice change? 

This method works, but the 
key is consistency. If you let 
the dog pull sometimes but not 
others, the dog will take a 
gamble.  I have a dog at the 
shelter who knows WHO he 
can pull and get away with 
it.  If the dog is so large or so 
strong that you cannot control 
it, there are special collars to 
help you. 

By Jane Finneran 



Bank of America 
Jack & Gail Webb 
Charles & Rita 
Berkley 
Joanna Foster 
Donna Conner 
Daphne Piester 
Phil Holland 
Sandra Fortner 
Ann Thompson 
Lucian & Ramona 
Hill 
Bill Kirby 
Jeff Ross-Bain 
Becka Brown 
Anne Parker 
Linda Gettle 
Donna Kellner 

The Artist’s House 
Gallery 
Bill Baldwin 
Woods Gallery – 
Robert & Kathy 
Woods 
Amy P. Walker 
Elaine Shoaf 
Joan Lazzaro 
Linda Burns 
Joann Kemp 
Betsy Fuller 
Bryson City Vet 
Clinic 
Smoky Mountain 
Times 

In memory of “Kitty 

Jody,” who for 10 
years brought a 
unique spirit to the 
home of her per-
sons Jene Edwards 
& Nancy Spence – 
From Joann Kemp 
and Betsy Fuller. 

In memory of 
Basil, loving com-
panion to John & 
Ann King – From 
Charles & Rita 
Berkley. 

In memory of 
Floyd –From Phil 
Holland. 

Thank You to our Donors! 
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In memory of gen-
tle and unassuming 
Basil, beloved dog 
of Anne & John 
King – From Anne, 
Don & Steven 
Parker. 

In memory of 
“Punkin” Winches-
ter, “Kelly” Mosher, 
“Malibu” Lawson, 
“Sweet Pea” Varner 
– From Dr. Mike 
Smith and the Bry-
son City Vet Clinic. 

Sheba is a happy-
go-lucky dog. When 
I think of her, the 
picture that comes 
to my mind is 

Sheba and I walking down the 
drive. She looks up at me with a 
grin on her face that speaks vol-
umes about the trust and love she 
has for me. Her whole body wags 
with excitement for our outing. We 
hear people say all the time, “Oh, 
that dog loves you, you should 
take her home.” But the truth is, 
from day one that’s how Sheba has 
been: she just loves everyone, and 
wants everyone to love her right 
back. 

Sheba has been a fantastic shelter 
resident—never too pushy, and 
never too loud. She lets out a 
“woof” when someone comes in 
the door, and then eagerly tries to 
become their best friend. She gets 
along with all of our male dogs, 

but seems aggravated about shar-
ing her space with another female. 
Sheba behaves herself with the 
cats when supervised, but would  
chase them if she wasn’t told not 
to. 

When Sheba first came to us we 
noticed she was missing some hair 
on her back end, and that she was 
a little overweight. We took her to 
the vet to have her checked out, 
and they did some blood work and 
found out that she has a thyroid 
problem. All it means is she needs 
to take a little pill each morning 
and each night (she prefers it in 
peanut butter, but hotdogs are 
fine, too!). It would cost someone 
about $10 a month to keep her 
thyroid problem in check. That’s a 
small price to pay for such a loving 
companion. Sheba would be sure 
to let you know each day how 
much she adores you for giving her 
a home! — Kessa Thomas 

Spotlight On: Sheba 
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PAWS People ~ Board of Di-
rectors: 
Julie Thorner, Chairwoman 
Joanna Foster, Treasurer 
Leslie Waldron, Secretary 
Elaine Shoaf  Ramelle Smith 
Jane Finneran    Kathy Allison 

PAWS People ~ Staff: 
Ellen Kilgannon, Executive  
Director 
Kessa Thomas, Manager 
Allen Anthony 
Amanda Kirkland 

Shelter  
Volunteers 

Elaine Shoaf 
Jane Finneran 
Carole Shulz 
Jane Allison 
Anne King 
Amy P. Walker 
Heidi Krape 
Joanna Foster 
Ramelle Smith 
Ann Bullock 
Julie Thorner 
Leslie Waldron 
Joan Parks 

Kathy Allison 
Diane Jones 
The Smith Family 
Mike & Cami Wil-
lingham 
Doreen Fischer 
Susie Campbell 
Sarah Nations 
Brittany Jones 
Keanu Crowe 
Patricia Gillespie 
James Ayotte 
Laura & Robert 
Booth  

Thank you! 

Companion Animals Report 

Since our last newsletter PAWS has: 

Taken in 2 new residents 

Adopted out 3 animals 

Transported 10 PAWS dogs 

Sold 23 Spay/Neuter certificates. 

Thrift Store  
Volunteers 

Jessie Howard 
Ashly Weeks 
Cliff Lenke 
Cathi Boots 
Joan Parks 
Suzie Shea 
Carolyn Hall 
Elaine Shoaf 
Sue Williams 
Ramelle Smith 
Renee Cassidy 
Kathy Allison 

Leslie Waldron 
Joanna Foster 
Robin Hamilton 
Rota Krape 
Carolyn Allison 
Susie Chambers 
Susie Campbell 
Diane Wolfe 
Amy P. Walker  
Terry Alford 
Betty Crawford 

THANK YOU! 


