
 
The new year is coming!  

Mark your calendars now 

for our 2010 events!  

**************  

CTHAA Adoptersõ Picnic 

Bring the dogs, bring the 

kids, come see us in the park . 
May 22, 2010  

Foxwoods area of  Lower 

Huron Metropark  in Belleville  

**************  

Save Our Snow Dogs River  

Tour  

September 25, 2010  

**************  

 
 

Aaron ï Our Media Darling!  

The Siberian Husky we are calling 

Aaron (the reason many of you 

first heard about CTHAA 

recently) is doing great and is on 

the mend. He had surgery on 

October 7, and hasn't needed a 

cast on his leg since then.  He still 

needs to take it "low and slow" 

while his leg heals, but his 

prognosis is excellent! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

   

 the Closer To Home  newsé  

 

A Rescuers Creed  

I shall be a believer of all that is good in man and of all that is 

deserving in animals. I shall plead for their lives, campaign for 

their safety and uphold their right to a natural death. I shall seek 

out the injured and the maimed, the unloved, and the abandoned 

and tend to them in their last days. I shall not forget their place 

in the hierarchy of life, nor that we walk in each other's pat hs. I 

shall bear witness to the wonder they bring into our lives and to 

the beauty they bestow upon our souls. I shall renew their spirits 

when they are waning, bind their wounds when they bleed, cradle 

them when they whimper, and comfort them when they mo urn. I 

shall be near them in their hour of greatest need - a companion 

and friend when the time has come. I shall watch over them and 

console them and ask that the angels gather them in their arms. 

From the creatures of the earth I shall learn the fruits o f 

compassion and undying love, and I shall be called the beloved of 

God. In their company I shall indeed be blessed.  

~Susan M.Pearson ~ 

 

The purpose of our newsletter is to share information about our group, 

dogs available for adoption, fun stories about dogs, and to share helpful 

hints from our family of rescuers, adopters and supporters. In this issue, 

we will update you on Aaron, the husky you all helped so much, some of our 

events both past and future, and of course, our passion ð rescuing our 

much-loved northern  breed dogs  that need our help!   

Welcome to all of our new readers!  
 

Closer to Home Animal Advocates 

(CTHAA)  is a group of caring 

individu als who work to find forever 

homes for Norwegian Elkhounds, 

Siberian Huskies, Alaskan 

Malamutes,  and sometimes other 

breeds as our hearts lead us.  We 

are dedicated to placing dogs that 

have been abused, abandoned, 

neglected, or whose present homes 

cannot keep them any longer.  

www.cth.petfinder.com  
 

November 2009  

Volume 1, Issue 4  

The Closer to Home News  
www.cth.petfinder.com  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

Closer to Home 

Animal Advocates  

P.O. Box 2262 

Bellevil le, MI 48112  

(734) 697-0010 

A 501(c)3 Nonprofit 

Organization  

Officers and 

Committee Chairs:  
 

Mindy Storen,  

President 

Janet Clifton, 

Vice President 

Barb Cox, 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Steve Minch, 

Newsletter  

Pat Bell,  

Donor Communications 

 

Email:  

closer2homeaa@yahoo.com  

Web site:  

www.cth.petfinder.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CTHAA Second Annual BOAT TOUR Was GREAT!! 
  

Our second annual ñSave Our Snow Dogs River Tourò on September 12, 2009, was a 
resounding success and the weather was perfect! Mother Nature must love dogs, too! 
Attendees included rescuers, supporters and adopters. The food was terrific (thank you 
Brent and Jane) and there were at least a dozen beautiful raffle baskets and several 
silent auction prizes. We also listened to wonderful music provided by Augie from 
Double A Music while enjoying our 3-hour sail on the Detroit River. Thanks to Augie for 
donating his services for the second time!  
 
Many thanks to all that attended, supporting our work with your ticket purchases, 
dollars for our raffles, and most of all, your praise, support, and camaraderie!  
 
BIG THANKS to all our team members that worked hard on this event, and especially 
DIAMOND JACKôS RIVER TOURS for donating their time, boat, and the services of 
their crew (they are fantastic)!  
 

Next yearôs date has already been reserved. Mark your calendars for  
September 25, 2010, and weôll let you know when the tickets go on sale. 

 

   

   

   

   
 

Movie Review: 8 Below 
By Rodger Gach 
 
I just (finally) watched this 
wonderful DVD. Be careful - 
you will need *several (as in 
many)* tissues - really... 
Great movie and the extra 
scenes and other goodies 
were fascinating. If you 
haven't seen it yet, but 
understand the attachment 
and bond between human 
and husky - you have *got* 
to see this movie. "No 
animals were harmed in the 
making of this film" - I saw 
that and took a while for my 
heart to catch up with my 
brain. Recommended flick... 

 

 



        
 

          

A Special Message from CTHAA President , Mindy Storen  
 
Dear Adopters, Supporters and Volunteers,  
  
This has been a real whirlwind Summer! The number of dogs that need help is absolutely shocking. Many 
people have no choice but to give up their precious pets because they are losing their homes. This is in addition 
to the many irresponsible people who consider pets to be disposable! We are getting at least three calls each 
day from people who are asking us to take their pets. We also receive numerous calls from shelters where so 
many animals who, through no fault of their own, find themselves without a home and facing death.  
Unfortunately, we have to say no many times because we have too many dogs in rescue and no  
place to put them. If you have ever considered becoming a foster home, now is the time to come  
forward to help us! Fostering a dog is very rewarding. You are giving the animal a safe, temporary home, 
until a permanent home can be found. However, sometimes it takes a long time to find the right home  
for each dog. It is a commitment and we appreciate that our volunteers take it seriously! 
  
CTHAA has also been in the newspapers and on television because of a stray Siberian Husky named 
ñAaron,ò who was hit by a car and found limping on the side of a road while dragging a 6ô chain around his  
neck. His front leg was broken (radius and ulna bones). It was obvious that Aaron had not received very good 
care. The tips of his ears were raw from fly bites and he needed a bath. Aaron had surgery  
on October 7 to repair his leg. It will take at least 8 weeks for his bones to heal. He is 
looking forward to finding a new home after that time. Aaronôs medical bills 
have already exceeded $2,500 and there will be  
follow-up care and more x-rays. We are  
grateful for the donations that we have  
received and appreciate any future  
donations for Aaron and all the other dogs  
in our care. 
  
We wish all of you a very Merry Christmas  
and a Happy New Year!  

Mindy Storen, President  

 
P.S. If you plan to do any of your holiday shopping online, please shop through IGIVE.COM,  

where a small portion of your purchase will be donated to CTHAA. 
(Join at www.igive.com/cthaa)  

   
 

 

Cooking with Kristy!   

Bad Breath Banishers (for the dogs, of course!) 

 
 Ingredients:   

2 cups brown rice flour  
1 Tablespoon activated charcoal (find this 
at drugstores, not the briquettes!)  
3 Tablespoons canola oil  
1 egg  
1/2 cup chopped fresh mint  
1/2 cup chopped fresh parsley  
2/3 cup low fat milk  

 

 

1 

 

 

Directions:  

 
Preheat oven to 400F. Lightly oil a cookie 
sheet. Combine flour and charcoal. Add all the 
other ingredients. Drop by teaspoon on oiled 
sheet, about 1 inch apart. Bake 15-20 minutes. 
Store in an airtight container in the refrigerator. 

 



Grandma says, ñWe All Need to Be Teachers!ò 
By Pat Bell 

 
Some of the volunteers took dogs to the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum recently for a large family gathering.  It has been 
quite a while since I have been in the company of scores of munchkins and their parents.  As a parent, grandparent, and a 
retired teacher I find children very interesting and I am aware of their behavior and concerned about their safety.  Although 
Mindy had been careful to invite only ñbombproofò dogs, we still had some anxiety about the dogsô reaction to the great many 
people, the noise associated with some of the displays (I can still hear the ñBEEP, BEEPò of the ambulance ringing in my 
ears), and most especially the many little children who would be there.   
 
As the evening went on and I had a chance to observe the children interacting with the dogs, I realized that there were three 
distinct groups among them.  One reaction was that of those children who were absolutely terrified of the dogs and gave 
them a wide berth; usually the parents also had a frightened look on their faces.  I felt sorry for them because if they never 
overcome their fear, they will never know the wonderful love they could share with a great companion animal.  However, 
there was another group of children about whom I was even more concerned.  That group was the children who approached 
the dogs quickly without hesitation and were obviously fearless.  Many of these children were very little and were nose to 
nose with the dogs.  One snap and a childôs face would have quite possibly been scarred for life.  Most of the parents of 
these children were quite dazzled with how cute their little one was with the big doggy and were, of course, clueless that 
perhaps they should be thinking this through.  Yes, the dogs had been carefully chosen and each one was handled by 
someone who was competent and alert to the situation.  However, the next meeting between that child and a dog could turn 
out much differently.   
 
Children should be taught from the very beginning that there is a right way to approach a strange dog, just as there is a 
correct way to treat the dogs that you do know.  Just as a child should not run free in a public parking lot, but should be kept 
by the parentôs side and taught about safety in such a situation, that child needs to learn about safety where dogs are 
involved.  This brings me to the third group of children, who had been obviously given some lessons from some caring 
adults.  Those children approached the dogs quietly, asked the handler if it was all right to pet the dog, and touched the dog 
in a calm and gentle way.  Our handlers rewarded both these children and the dogs by offering the children treats to give to 
the dogs.  Granted that most of the children who reacted in this manner were a little older, but the lessons that they had 
learned most likely started when they were very little.  I can remember saying to both my children and grandchildren when 
they were just toddlers, ñTouch nice!  Say good doggy and touch nice!ò  These were children who always had pets in their 
lives and I wanted them to learn from the very beginning that animals needed to be treated in a loving way.  
 
Of course, I am not worried that your children and grandchildren will fail to learn this from you because you who have 
fostered or adopted dogs instinctively know what I am trying to say.  However, I want you to all be aware of the opportunity to 
broaden your influence and share the lesson whenever you have a chance.  When you are walking your dog and a child 
approaches with or without a parent make it a chance to get the message across by explaining it as you allow them to 
approach your dog.  It would be wonderful if some of our members could visit a pre-school or a kindergarten class with a dog 
and talk to all the children about this matter.  Some other ideas may come to mind as you think about this. At any rate, I hope 
you all will do what you can to make a safer and more compatible interaction between children and dogs possible.    
 

ñLiving with dogs ï an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure!ò 

 

 
ă     Our very special Vice President, Janet 
Clifton, with her very well-behaved Malamutes, 
Juno & Teeko (they are real crowd pleasers)! 

 
Our educational display for the 500+          Ą 
children in attendance at the Ann Arbor  
Hands-On Museumôs Creature Feature Event. 

 
 

 
Food, dangerous food 
Ingesting holiday foods is one of the biggest reasons for emergency vet visits during the holiday season. Rich, fatty foods 
can cause stomach upset, or even predispose pets to life-threatening pancreatitis or bloating. Poultry bones can splinter and 
get stuck in a pet's mouth, obstruct his throat, or perforate his intestines. Most pet owners don't know that such foods as 
chocolate, macadamia nuts, raisins and grapes, coffee, alcoholic beverages and even bread dough can be fatal if ingested 
in quantity by a dog. Be careful not to leave these foods on coffee tables in reach of pets and be sure that the lid on the trash 
can is well-secured. Warn family members and guests not to feed holiday foods to your pets. Instead, have a supply of your 
pets' favorite treats on hand and offer them when others are enjoying all those delicious smelling holiday goodies.  

 



  

Thanks to our 

sponsors!  
 

Without them, our jobs would  

 be much more difficult, and  

 we couldnõt save as many 

adoptable pets.  A great big  

       òAHROOOOOOOó   

THANK YOU to all of them!  

 

The Pedigree Foundation 

 

Diamond Jackôs River Tours 

(www diamondjack.com) 

 

Save Our Siberians 

Siberspace Rescue Fund 

(www.sos-srf.org) 

 

And this editionôs 

printing sponsor: 

 

American Office Solutions 

10326 S Meridian Road 

Clarklake, MI 49234 

(517) 783-2855 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Caption describing picture or graphic.  
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"The Flickering of a Candle"  
  by Nancy Vanessa Offen 

 
The flickering of a candle in the night -- 

Borrows it's warmth and light from a heart aflame with love and heaviness. 
My trusted friend, 

You are gone but not forgotten. 
Your almond eyes, so full of mischief and devotion,  

Dance like a million stars in the heavens above. 
I hear your playful howls, and half-howls, in the winter wind moaning through the trees. 

Closing my eyes,  
I can almost feel the warmth of your breath upon my cheek and your whiskers tickling my ear. 

My beloved companion, 
You live in the deepest recesses of my soul. 

Until we meet again -- 
Run and play happily at the feet of the One who notices each tiny sparrow that falls. 

 
Copyright © 2009 by Nancy Vanessa Offen 

All rights reserved 
Printed with permission 
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 In memory of �+�H�L�G�L���	���7�K�D�G���9�D�Q�G�H�U�E�L�H�
�V���G�R�J�����´�7�H�G���µ 
Rest in peace, watch over your family from above.  

Nancy Vanessa Offen  has written a children's book entitled, Step -Hobble-Step . It's  a forty page 

hardcover book for children. It has a stitched binding and matte finished pages. Beautifully illustrated, 

with twenty -six water color paintings, it's the heartwarming story about a crippled Siberian Husky who 

dreams of becoming a sled d og. It teaches children about handicaps and how to live with them and 

overcome them.  This delightful children's book would make a wonderful holiday gift.  The special sale 

price of $16.00 + $5.00 shipping &  handling (per order) is good only for orders placed through November 

30th. Retail price (after November 30 th ) is $18.00 + $5.00 shipping & handling (per order). If interested 

in purchasing Step -Hobble -Step, send orders to:  Quiet Nook Publishing, P.O. Box  74, Georgetown, DE 

19947. Make checks payable to: Quiet Nook Publishing. Books may also be ordered through PayPal (send 

payment to:  nvoffenlit@juno.com ).  Some of the proceeds from the book will go to Siberian Husky Rescue.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.sos-srf.org/

