BLACK CATS IN SHELTERS

“Please do not overlook us because we are not fluffy and colorful. We are sleek, shiny and magnificent.   We do not wear our color on our fur, but instead we wear it in our personality”

October brings crisp, cool temperatures, magnificent color, aroma of campfires, giggling ghosts, goblins, vampires and pumpkins.  For many of us, October is our favorite month of the year……unless you are a black cat.

For black cats, this season is one that threatens them in a way that is all-too-real.  There is the association of witches with black cats.  There are people that will use them as a temporary seasonal prop and then “discard” them when the season is over.  There are the emotionally disturbed people who will use them in satanic rituals and sacrifices.  Sadly, there are more cases of animal abuse where black cats have been involved in sick “Halloween pranks.”

For the protection of the black cat, many shelters, Humane Society’s and rescues cease the adoptions of black cats for the entire month of October and usually extending into the month of November.  But, is this really “protecting” the black cats?   Unfortunately, when a black cat is in a kill shelter situation, euthanasia is inevitable because of lack of cage space.  

Whether it’s October, January or June, black cats get a bad rap.   There is a lingering superstition among many people that black cats represent black magic or bad luck.  People are afraid to bring them into their homes.  

When people visit the shelters for a new kitten, the black ones just seem to be invisible.  People do not see them because they are not colorful, they do not have stripes or spots or fluffy blonde or grey fur.  People do not see the sleek, shiny bodies of the black kitten.  It’s so sad that many people cannot get past superstition and that they do not see the black kitten that is reaching its paws out of the cage to them.  They cannot see the black kitten that is full of personality, love, affection, intelligence and gratitude.   

We have heard many of our rescue colleagues comment about how this has been the year for black kittens. This is not entirely the case.  It’s not that there are more black kittens.  The reality is, people are not adopting them, so when you walk into a shelter and they are full of black cats and kittens, it’s not because there are more of them, it’s because they are what is left.  

For those of us who foster black cats, we can tell you why they are always on the list of our “favorites”. Most of our foster pets are chosen from a euthanasia list at the county shelter.  Many of these are the “forgotten” and “invisible” black cat or kitten.  The shelter staff feels sorry for the black kitty and because they have been there the longest, they become very attached to them.  Combined with the amount of time the black cat has resided at the shelter and the bond that has been formed with the staff, they wind up getting more attention and affection than the other “more adoptable” cats and kittens that flow through the shelter.  

For this reason, the black cats are the most confident, social, affectionate and appreciative ones.  They turn into “Love Bugs”.  The majority of them have received so much attention from the shelter staff that they absolutely adore people and they want to attach themselves to you like Velcro.  

For those of us who own and love black cats, we can tell you that they are NOT bad luck.  We can tell you that they are beautiful animals, and they can offer you the same 12-22 years of love, affection and companionship that the cats with the “pretty” colors can.

If you are considering adopting a cat or kitten this fall, please consider saving the life of a black one.  October black cat policies are different depending on the animal rescue organization.  Many private rescues, like ourselves will continue to adopt black cats throughout the season, however, we will have stricter adoption and screening policy’s for black cats…for their protection!
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Addition for October 2008:


Solid WHITE cats will also not be adopted from county shelters this year due to being associated as “ghosts” at Halloween time.








