Animal Placement Made Easy:

Having a pet is a huge commitment.  You are responsible for your pet but not everyone is dedicated.  Approximately, 34,000 (mostly healthy) puppies/kittens/dogs/cats are killed each year in the tri-state county animal shelters mainly because of unwanted or untrained pets.  BUT, if for some reason you must give a pet to a new home; please, do so responsively.  Also, please spay/neuter “before” the pet goes to a new home.  Spay/neuter corrects a lot of issues.   www.wr.petfinder.com offers a $25 spay/neuter voucher.
The first question to ask is…Have you tried your best to keep your family pet?  If the pet has an issue, deal with it.  Research solutions on the internet and if it is a dog issue (biting, housebreaking, barking, etc) go to a good dog trainer.  You send you kids to school, so did you sent and spend time with your pet?  HAVE YOU DONE YOUR HOMEWORK TO FIX THE PROBLEM?  Google.com or yahoo.com and key in your problem and there should be numerous options of advice and news.  If you are really to give up…well, here are some positive options to help you re-HOME your pet.
YOU need to take Action and Market your pet:
*Place a 2-week classified ad in the Enquirer/Post and local newspapers
*Visit PetSmart on Saturday and Sunday and tell the no-kill workers about your pet 
*Post pictures/details at pet stores and at vet offices
*Email your friends, and family with the pet’s pictures attached and a bio 
*Look on www.Petfinder.com and adoptapet.com   for names and numbers of non-kill rescue groups.  Contact everyone of these via phone and/or email.  Follow up and complete any requirements of that group. 
*Look on the Internet for Breed Specific Rescue groups.  Email all the rescues the picture and details.  Some rescue groups have foster homes and clients already lined up.   Note: “Housebroken” & “fixed” are key ad words.  MAKE CERTAIN IT IS A GOOD RESCUE…CHECK IT OUT WHEN YOU DROP OFF YOUR PET.
IF YOU ADVERTISE ...NEVER GIVE A DOG/CAT FREE TO GOOD HOME...charge something $25-$50.  If you can afford to give away some or the entire adoption fee, please, give it as a donation to someplace like us for spay/neuter programs.  Also, charging a fee eliminates some very strange people!

How To Screen People who respond:

You need to carefully screen for the “forever” family:

There are exceptions to all clients but here are our guidelines of our “ideal” pet owners:

*Patient people (I tell the people upfront that I am going to ask a lot of questions because I want a permanent placement)

*People who already owned a pet and it died of old age or a terminal illness 
*We prefer home owners vs. apartment …especially in dog ownership

*We prefer couple to singles….2 people can share the work load more than one person who may be very busy by themselves.

*Families who have children below the age of 5 years old are busy, busy people who focus on keeping little ones out of trouble, we rarely adopt to first time pet owners who have children less than 5 years old.
*If adopting a dog, the new family MUST have a fenced in yard (electric/radio is okay)

*If adopting a cat, the new family must keep the cat inside

*Try to match the pet to the new family.    

*People who want a family pet NOT an outside, watch dog 

*People who have a vet reference and at least know their vet’s name 

*People who want you to bring the pet over to their house…if it doesn’t “feel” right to you, take your pet home with you and continue the search.

STRAYS:

*Call the County where you found the pet and find out if anyone has a lost pet.

*Contact the newspaper about a Found ad, check the LOST ads

*Stop in at any vet office and have the pet scanned for a microchip

*If you found a cat in your neighborhood, get a solid light colored collar and write with a Sharpie pen YOUR phone number, and put the collar on the cat.  If the cat goes home, the owners will call and ask why you have a collar on their cat and you can find out owns the cat and is it fixed.  

*If it truly is a stray, get it fixed!  It is $25 well spent!  You can then follow the directions above for placing a pet, unless you find room in your heart for just one more(
Helpful Hints:

*If they have another dog already, introduce the 2 dogs in neutral territory.  You take your dog on a leash, they have their dog on a leash, walk around the neighborhood gradually getting closer until the dogs can sniff out each other.  Have a jug of water ready to dump on them if someone bites.

*Normally since people usually get the weekend off, it is best to place a dog on Saturday morning...it gives them more time to get used to each other.

Take your time to find, a good, forever home for your ex-best friend.

Best Wishes.

