Ten reasons why two kittensis better than one.

1) You'll savetwo livesinstead of one.

As Sarah reasoned, " If it'skitten season, that's one more kitten that will get a home
instead of growinginto an adult which will decrease its chance of getting adopted."
It isentirely truethe 15-month-old cat you seein the shelter today isvery likely a
holdover from last year's crop of kittens. Another way of lodking at it isthat it's
better to get all thekittensadopted out right away, to givethe older cats a better
chance at finding homes.

2) One kitten can become lonely.

A kitten left alone during the day can become lonely and bor ed, which sometimes can lead to mischief. Two
kittenswill never belonely, especially if they aresiblings. I n fact, you'll often find situationsin sheltersand
rescue group adoption where a cage will contain twokittenswith asign, " These kittens may be adopted only
asapair." Shelter volunteersrecognizethat siblingsreally need to stay together.

3) Onekitten can just drive an older cat nuts.

Although it might sound contrary, an older, established cat will probably accept two kittens better than one.
OneKkitten will seek out the older cat asa playmate, or wor se, tease and pester the senior cat which can cause
stressto an older cat. Thekitten in return, will be" rewarded" for hisplayful effartswith hisses and swats.
Two kittenswill expend their energy in play with each other, leaving their older " uncle" torelax in peace.

4) Two kittenswill " self-train."

Kittenslearn by copying. If onekitten isquick to learn appropriatelitter box use, the other will belikely to
copy. They also help each other with grooming; washup after meals soon becomes aritual with two Kkittens.

5) They help each other burn off energy.

Even the most devoted cat parent can quickly become exhausted by trying to keep up with the energy of a
single kitten. Two kittenswill wear each other out, leaving their human freeto just enjoy watching them. The
downsideto this, of caurse, asJudy Litt so aptly put itis, " ...out of course, sometimes you have double
trouble, too. | still remember thetimel spent at least 15 minutes getting one or the other of them out of my
armoire; everytimel got one out, the other onewasin there."

6) Fewer behavior problemswith two kittens.

Many people who experience behavior problemswith kittensfind that some of them go away when they adopt
another playmate. What may be per ceived as mischief is often just theresult of boredom. Much liketheir
human counter parts, kittens sometimes misbehave because " negative attention is better than no attention."

7) Curiosity overcomes " food finickyness."

Yesrie came up witn azinger: " If onekitten isfinicky about food, the belliger ence is often over come by
curiosity at what its[i]sibling[/i] is eating. (Feed one cat Same Old, the other cat New Stuff, and they both end
up tasting the new stuff.)"

8) They act as pillows for one another.

Kittenswill often play so hard that they simply flop wherethey are, and morelikely than not, they will flop
next to (or on top of) each other. Thereisno sight so endearing astwo Kittens curled up together for a nap.
Their peaceful innocence can soften the heart of even the grumpiest curmudgeon, and the sight of that blissful
moment will wash clean the slate of their previous misdoings.

9) Having two Kkittensisinsanely fun.




Steve summed it up nicely, and Judy confirmed it, " And last, of course they'rejust so much darn fun to
watch!" Having lived through (and survived nicely) the joy of adopting and raising two kittens, | can
personally attest to the downright fun of having two kittens.

10) Fill in the blanks.

I'm sureyou can come up with your own inimitable reasons why adopting two kittensis better than one. This
has been both a serious and a fun discussion. I f you're thinking of adopting a kitten, do give some
consideration to the reasons why you should choose two instead of one.



